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RECENT LEGAL LITERATURE 



Commentaries on the Constitution of Pennsylvania. By Thomas Raeburn 
White. Philadelphia : T. and J. W. Johnson Co., 1907, pp. xvii, 618. 

Many treatises have been published on the Constitutional Law of the 
United States, and there are a few standard works on some branches of the 
constitutional law of the states in general, such as Cooley's Constitutional 
Limitations and Freund's Police Power. But there has been hitherto no 
serious attempt at a systematic presentation of the constitutional law of the 
several states in particular. This work is such a systematic discussion of the 
constitution of the important state of Pennsylvania as interpreted by the 
courts. 

A book of this kind seems to serve a very useful purpose both to the law 
student and to the practicing lawyer in the state directly concerned. It does 
not, of course, replace the more general works, with their comparisons of judi- 
cial doctrines in different states. But it furnishes in more compact form the 
whole body of constitutional law as determined for this single state. And 
this is, of course, not only to the lawyers in that state, but also to the student 
of political science. 

Mr. White's work follows the general order laid down in the Constitution 
of Pennsylvania. But some of the more important articles in the constitution 
are discussed in more than one chapter ; and altogether there are twenty-eight 
chapters covering the eighteen articles. After a preliminary chapter on the 
construction of the constitution, there are eight chapters dealing with the 
various clauses of the declaration of rights ; six chapters deal with the consti- 
tutional provisions on the legislature; and after a chapter each on the 
executive and judiciary, there are eleven chapters on the miscellaneous articles 
of the constitution on such subjects as suffrage, finance, local government, 
corporations and amendments. 

The book is a good deal more than a digest of decisions. The opinions of 
the judges are freely quoted, sometimes at considerable length. References 
are also made to convention debates, historical facts, and occasionally to more 
general books, which throw light on various points. And as a whole it is 
more readable than most legal treatises of recent date. At the same time, 
the author confines himself quite closely to the statement of the law as it has 
been determined by the courts. There is little criticism, and no attempt at 
originality either in ideas or the correlation of topics. Doubtless this method 
of treatment is to be expected from the main purpose of the book, — to present 
a convenient handbook of the actual law of the state. That purpose seems 
to be creditably accomplished, and the book sets a good example for similar 
works on other states. J. A. F. 



Centralization and the Law ; Scientific Legal Education ; Lectures delivered 
by Melville M. Bigelow, Brooks Adams, and others before the Boston 
University Law School ; Introduction by Melville M. Bigelow. 
Boston : Little, Brown & Co., 1906, pp. xvii, 296. 



